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the President and his cabinet, they threaded their way dexterously
through the social maze, they peered through the keyholes of committee
rooms and private offices. Some of them wore diplomatic garb. Well
might the purists conjure up fears of increasing corruption in high
places. Even the President was involved in financial intrigues to acquire
Cuba.
Ill
The neglected appropriation bills, when they were at length taken
up late in February, offered the Republicans more opportunities to blast
at other sections of the Democratic bastions. An angry session was
fought through on Washington's birthday when the legislative, execu-
tive, and judicial appropriation bill was up. Chandler of Michigan
moved to discontinue appropriations for the mints at Charlotte, North
Carolina, and Dahlonega, Georgia. These ancient institutions, now no
longer particularly busy, had sizable pay rolls, and at a time when
economy was imperative it seemed reasonable to curtail them. Many
prominent Senators from the South acquiesced, and the move suc-
ceeded, 34-15. Then Trumbull of Illinois moved to repeal the laws
establishing these mints, which also carried. Finally as a climax of this
Democratic baiting, Hale submitted an amendment to the appropria-
tion bill that would have removed the restriction keeping Kansas out
of the Union until its population equaled a unit in the federal congres-
sional ratio.
This threefold assault in one day plus the failure of the Senate
leadership to make any capital out of foreign affairs, roused the radical
southern Senators to try their hand again on the day following. This
time it was Brown of Mississippi, who like Iverson was never accepted
into the inner circle. He served notice on the Democratic leadership
that he and those whom he represented would demand a platform which
promised federal laws to safeguard slave property in the territories. If
such laws could not be obtained, it would be an admission that the
Constitution was a failure and the Union a despotism. Brown was then
"prepared to retire from the concern." When questioned he replied
he had not promised to dissolve the Union, he had stated that "we
ought to retire from the Union." 4